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"Rest your head on this pillow; it will enable you to fulfill your
wishes.'* The pillow was made of green porcelain and had an
opening at each end. Lu Sheng bent his head toward it and as he
did s& the opening grew large and bright, so that he was able to
crawl into it. He found himself back home. A few months later he
married the daughter of the Tsui family of Chingho, who was very
beautiful and made him exceedingly happy. His wealth increased
and the number of luxuries with which he surrounded himself
multiplied day by day. The following year he passed the examina-
tions and thus "discarded his hempen coat" and joined the ranks at
court* He was made a member of the imperial secretariat and had
the honor of composing occasional poems at the emperor's com-
mand. After serving a term as inspector of Weinan, he was
promoted to the Censorate, and made secretary in attendance. In
the latter capacity he took part in the drafting of important decrees.
Then followed a succession of provincial posts, in one of which,
as the governor of Shensi, he built a canal eighty li in length,
which brought so many benefits to the people of the region that
they commemorated his achievement upon stone. Next he was made
governor of the metropolitan district. In the same year the Em-
peror's campaigns against the encroaching barbarians reached a
critical stage, and when the Turfan and Chulung hordes invested
Kuachou and Shachou and menaced the region of the Ho and the
Huang, the Emperor, in his search for new talent, made Lu Sheng
associate director of the Censorate and governor-general of the
Hosi Circuit. Lu Sheng routed the barbarians, killing seven thou-
sand men. He conquered nine hundred li of territory and built
three cities to guard the frontier. The people of the frontier region
built a monument on the Chuyen Mountain to commemorate his
exploits, and when he returned to court he was received with
triumphal honors and was made vice-president of the Board of Civil
Service and then president of the Board of Revenue. No name
carried so much prestige as his and he had the universal acclaim
of popular sentiment, but these incurred the jealousy of the other
ministers at court, and as a result of their sknderous attacks he
was banished to a provincial post. Three years later, however, he